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Inside this
Redwood Middle School newsletter:
7 ESH ePrincipal 8s Messac
Family Food Night ‘ Principal Lepire
Redwood Middle School ’ * Student of the Month
PTSA e PTSA Message from
Family Food Night! Dianne McKay
o Abilities Awareness
Baja Fresh 9 (on Moorpark Road) Volunteers Needed
Thursday, March. 18 ® e Upcoming Gate dates
e Counsel orsbéo orner
ALL DAY
. e Library News
Come for lunch and/or dinner
e Redwood Band
Three ways to show you are from Redwood: )
) ) e Boys and Girls Club
print flyer from website, tell them you are from Teen C £
Redwood Middle School, show your students * Teen Center Events
1D e Support Our School
Use any of the above options and *0Billboardd dvert
Redwood will receive a 15% profit Opportunities
from your order. Wedérturks in ®ath @ Yjo u
there! Science - March 27

March 12
Hawaiian Dress Up
COTY

March 12
School -wide Luau
(all grades welcome)

3:30-5:30 in the cafete-

ria. Free with ASB, $5
without.

March 26
Twin Day COTY

AVID Garage Sale
Saturday, March 13 from 8
Spring Cleaning?
Donated items needed

All proceeds go to keeping the AVID program
an integral and vital part of Redwood.

-2

Please bring donations to Redwood on
Friday, March 12.

All items not sold on Saturday will be donated

to a local charity.

The 2010 Spring Seeod-"
NOW! v s

Orders Due: Friday, March 12th. -
The Seeds Candies S

time-saving and delicious way
for you to celebrate the spring holidays!!

Return Order Forms and pa
candy box in the office
Candy Pickup: Tuesday, March 30th at the back
of the Cafetorium (follow the signs)
you for supporting the Redwo

Thank

o d

www.RedwoodMiddleSchool.org
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Are we really in March? |
guess with all the Little league
and Lacrosse practices taking
place every day here at Redwood,
Spring and Daylight Savings Time
is on the horizon. Below are some
excerpts from my speech at our
Future Viking Night. Even though
the speech was generated for an
audience of incoming families,
the information and beliefs hold
true to many things we believe

Pr i nci p a la@ wactice every day at Red-

Coffee
March 26th
9- 10am

April 23
9- 10am

All are in-
vited to ask
guestions, be

informed

Next School
Site Council
Meetings:

March 16 at
3:30in Rm 8

April 20 at
3:30inRmM 8

Emails are now being
sent out.
getting them, register
your email on Zangle.
There is a link to Zan-
gle/Parent Connect on
the Redwood website.
Missing password?
Contact the Coun-
sel or 0s

(0]

—h

wood.

ARGood evening.
Steve Lepire and | am honored
to say that | am the principal
here at Redwood Middle
School. Even though this is my
first year here at Redwood, my
sixteen years of experience
have allowed me to quickly gain
a firm grasp on what makes
Redwood such an outstanding
school balanced with the un-
derstanding of the needs and
expectations of each individual
family here at Redwood.

| would expect that you want
your children to receive the
best education possible: The

teachers here at Redwood work

extremely hard to develop the
strengths and challenges that
each child has within the class-
room. Teachers collaborate be-
tween grade level and subject
areas throughout&he entire
ye)ér durlng our scheduled com-
mon planning time days, prepa-
ration periods, and before and
after school to develop curricu-
lum that is rigorous, engaging
and relevant. | could give you
fMmagpy results that demonstrate
the success of our school aca-

demically, but let me give you rea-

son 891. 891 is the overall API

score that Redwood achieved dur-

ing the 2009 State standardized
testing period. 891 is the highest

score by any secondary school in

the entire Conejo Valley Unified
School District including the high

schools. 891 ranks Redwood in the

top ten percent of all middle
schools in the state. These out-

standing results are a strong indi-
cation of the level of commitment

that our teachers have for their

My students en aidaly basis.

| would expect that you want your
children to be active members of

the school community. At Red-

wood we believe that a strong co
curricular experience compliments
a solid academic program. Over

the last several years we have

dedicated resources to developing
and strengthening our instrumen-

tal music department which in-

cludes band and strings, we have

added a dance team, offer more
than one dozen clubs, we have

enlarged our leadership program

and have created many positive

and enriching opportunities for our

students along with after school

activities including dances and the
Halloween Carnival It is our goal to
continue this path of melding aca-

demics with the real life experi-

ences that make learning fun and

relevant.

| would expect that you want your
children to be safe when they go to
school. Redwood is committed to

making sure that each student

feels comfortable and safe before,
during and after each school day.
Our five full time campus supervi-
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sors along with administrators and coun- Redwood stakeholders believe that the pri-
selors work together throughout the day to orities that are essen
insure the safety of each student. We want cess are the same as yours. With your help
each student and parent to feel comfortable and involvement and the help of the Red-
and confident that they have many re- wood community, | am committed to con-
sources available to them if a problem tinuing the standard of excellence that has
should arise. Student safety is and will con- been achieved here at Redwood, and we
tinue to be a top priority at Redwood. are excited that you and your family will

join us in that exciting journey through
| would expect that you want to be kept in- mi ddl e school . 0

formed about what is going on at school
and especially i n your Asyouchndedeand aréady &nsvwe Redwoodie

strongly encourage you to take advantage a great school with great teachers, staff mem-
of all the resources that Redwood has to bers, parents, and students. Even though
offer all families. Redwood is a parent - much of the talk over the past few years has
friendly environment. | recognize that you centered on budget issues, layoffs and other

upple%satntdoaicg, ,l]?rfd\gogd c t}m@s_ to

keep the focus on the most important issues:
Instruction and School Safety. The evidence of
that focus is clearly evident with the level of
commitment by our staff to provide high
quality instruction to your son or daughter in

a safe learning environment. What we need to

are concerned about vyo
gress and development and therefore | en-
courage all of our parents to keep in touch

with staff via phone or e -mail. We are about
to unveil a brand new school website that

will allow you to access all information you

C

need including individual teacher pages do is to continue to work together and con-
that will be managed by our staff. Redwood tinue that drive to makes Redwood such an
has a informative/dynamic school newslet- outstanding school. Collaboration, Compas-
ter that is managed by our PTSA. Our par- sion, Participation and Imagination are the
ent all call system includes an email feature elements that will lead us through these diffi-
that currently communicates with over 700 cult times and push us to be even greater!
individuals at one time. Go Vikings!

Parking Lot Safety

We strive to make Redwood as safe a place as pos- Stu den t Of t geﬂfauvty/
| 4

sible for our children. However, we need your

p B
help to ensure safety in the parking lot. Please Month <

remember to be patient, slow down, and be cour-
teous of others. Some reminders:

Alexander Althaus James Arndt
Parents can wait along the curb or in the lane next Amy Holt Jennifer Kocipak
to the parked vehicles, but please allow an empty Andrew Powers Jessica Cortes
lane in the middle for cars to leave. Austin Jones Jonathan Hinich

Carlee Gilbert Kyle Cusworth
Do not stop in the middle to drop off or pick up your Carly Brown Mackenon Beninati
child, this causes congestion in the entire parking Christopher Hatch Matthew Sauber
lot Claire Didziulis Melissa Angulo

. Claudia Zamora Nicholas Jacobs

Do not leave your car if your are by the curb during Devon Lott Rachel Chapman
drop off/pickup. This causes congestion and often Emilie Biondi Rochelle Ellison

Emily Glass Sarah Lam

leads to other parents dropping in the middle lane.

Jake Parris Savannah Macaluso
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Next PTSA meeting:
Wednesday
March 9
7pm
April 14
8:30 am
All are Welcome
Stay Informed
Be Involved

For CVUSD Budget
Information got to the
CVUSD Website:

www.conejo.k12.ca.us

Make your Volun-
teer Hours Count!

Volunteer hours are
any time given directly
benefiting students,
teachers, or the school.

Even if you
PTSA member, report
your volunteer hours

for any activities which
benefit schools. You
can log these hours
into the volunteer
binder on the counter
at the main office ore -
mail Maddy Sattler at
sattlerm@verizon.net
Volunteer hours help to
protect the non -profit,
tax -exempt status of
PTSA by demonstrating
the support our school
receives from the pub-
lic. Redwood truly has
some of the most won-
derful volunteers who
have donated many
thousands of hours to
our school. Thank you

arenot

From the PTSA President Dianne McKay

As the second trimester of
the school year approaches and the
days start to become longer again

(yippee ), | will repeat myself
about how quickly the year is going.
I't doesnodt
almost two -thirds done already.
March is a busy month for the Red-
wood PTSA. We will vote for our ex-
ecutive board positions for the 2010
-11 school year at our PTSA meeting
and make budget revisions to reflect
the knowledge of hindsight with our
fundraisers and programs 0 rather
than the educated
do at the beginning of the year

when we form our budget. We wel-
come all parents to our meetings to
understand our processes. How-
ever, in recognition that very few
folks take us up on that offer, we try
to keep parents informed through
this newsletter. | also welcome par-
ents to contact me directly at any-
time.

Abilities Awareness Week
aMarch 15 -19

March also includes Abilities
Awareness Week . This program &
which received a National PTA

Award when first created 0 helps all
Redwood students understand what

it might be like to live with a life
disability; the courageous battles
fought and won by many with dis-
abilities; and ultimately to be in-
spired and educated. Since the Red-
wood PTSA provides this program
every year, each grade level is given
a different program to participate in.
By the end of the activities in eighth
grade, we hope that the Redwood
students are better equipped to un-
derstand and appreciate that while a
life with a disability has many chal-
lenges, it is a precious and reward-

seem pos

ing life, full of people with
thoughts and feelings much like
their own. This program would
not be possible without the fi-
nancial support of the PTSA
fundraisers or the many volun-
taers i Will be Eafﬁﬁtg up‘é’neto
assist in this wonderful educa-
tional experience for our stu-
dents. If you can volunteer
some time, please
do it without enough volunteers
and | assure you that you will
also walk away inspired and
. educated as well. My thanks
0 Gl gt ] el to Hikcy

Garcia, Sherry Ferezy and the

many volunteers who work so

hard to make this program a

reality.

Phantom Fundraiser
Thank you
Donations still accepted
Please give a gift to Redwood

Last month Redwood PTSA had
its Phantom Fundraiser. While
there were generous donations
received and | am thankful to all
who sent them in, participation
from Redwood families was very
low. While we recognize the
economy and harder times
faced by many, | need to make a
last plea to participate. A $5
donation from each Redwood
family would make a big differ-
ence in what we can provide for
our school in these times of
shrinking educational budgets.
If you did not receive the letter
and return envelope from your
student, it was a simple fund-
raiser asking you to send in a
voluntary, tax deductible dona-
tion of any size to support the
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Redwood PTSA. All of the donations stay here

for programs or equipment at Redwood. You

do not need the envelope or letter to partici-

pate. Please use any envelope you have, do-

nate any amount you can  d and | am serious
when | say every dollar counts & and send it in
to the Redwood office or
period teacher. Again, thank you to those that

did already.

PTSA Student Group

Excellent Opportunity for
Student Volunteerism

| would like to recognize the PTSA Student
Group. The student
They are encouraged to participate in service
projects for our community and school. They
recently collected fresh fruits and vegetables
for MANNA, our local food bank. With the in-
creased demand, our students (under the di-
rection of Leslie Magidow and Tracy Mandell)
worked to provide the much needed fresh pro-
duce for the families that depend on MANNA
to help feed their family. The student group
gives all the kids a chance to participate in
community service without the large commit-
ment of hours that ASB requires. If your stu-
dent would like to join, it is never too late.
Their next meeting will be announced soon.
There is always a lot going on at Redwood and
we can never have too many volunteers willing
to help, both parents and students.

grou

| did not focus on the troubling budget this
newsletter, but not because it is getting bet-
ter. As our teachers and staff continue to give
their best under enormous pressures, | wanted
to also focus on other things too. However,
there will be pink slips delivered to many
teachers, as voted
meeting, in addition to many other job cuts
district wide. Please stay informed, and as we
ease into Spring, | etds
each other, our school and the students. PTSA
thanks everyone for their support.

on at

Sincerely,
Dianne McKay

!

[}

tinued

Abilities Awareness Week i
Parent/Adult Volunteers
Needed

¥ ©nuMondayt Marghelh, arél g uesdayr March
16, 6th grade students will participate

in Interactive Daily Living Activities, allowing
students to experience what daily life is like
for individuals with challenges in the follow-
ing areas: vision, hearing, learning, and
physical disabilities.

On Wednesday, March 17, and Thursday,
Nia$ch 1817&h graders will tr) oufawiled -
range of paralympic activities (like wheel-
chair basketball).

On Friday, March 19, 8th graders will stuff
pillows (sewn by parent volunteers on ma-
chines at Redwood!) for kids at The Painted
Turtle Camp, which is part of Paul Newman's
Hole in the Wall Camps.

Abilities Awarenessis a nationally recog-
nized, award winning program requires
roughly 80 -90 volunteers.

This is a program you will be proud to have
participated in.

If you have a couple hours to give during the
week of March 15 please see the  sign-up
sheets in the school office or contact the vol-
unteer coordinators listed below. Thank you

Volunteer Coordinator contacts:

6th grade: Teri Guilles

tguilles@gmail.com

ast weekods board

7th grade: Patty Jennett
 Rep r}etk@ua%net?olocoms upport
8th grade: Tracey Garcia
Garcia.tracy@gmail.com
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this field trip.

MARCH 24
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GATE News Counselorso Cormner
My name is Kim Chopp. You may have seen me
WESTLAKE HIGH SCHOOL - Fu- around the Counseling Office. | am substituting for
6:00 PM This event show- Mrs. Holtz while she is out on a medical leave. |
cases all activities, clubs, programs, etc at the worked as a Counselor at Sequoia last year and | in-
terned at Redwood the previous year. | am very ex-
are invited with their parents to attend this festive cited to be back at Redwood. | truly enjoy working as
open house. Administrators, Coaches and volun- a counselor with Middle School students. While Mrs.
teers are among the many Warriors who will be Holtz is out, | will be supporting students with the last
present to help answer questions. names A -K. Please feel free to contact me with any
questions at 446 -1962 ext. 1006 or
Westlake/Newbury Park High kchopp@conejo.k12.ca.us
School Counselor Visit to Redwood.
Tri-County GATE Council held in Many Redwood families with 8 " grade students at-
tended the Future Lancer Night at Thousand Oaks High
School on Wednesday, March 3. The next day the TO
L.A. County Museum of Art High School counselors presented enrollment informa-
(LACMA) -- Field Trip will be held on March tionto all 8 ™ grade students in their Social Studies
23rd -- Contact Mrs Bartley for applications (805) classes. Students were given a yellow Course Request
497-7264.( gbartley@conejo.k12.ca.ususe CVUSD| | form and a green High School Sports Survey. Most stu-
in subject line) Open to all students interested in dents returned the Sports Survey to their teachers im-
art, there is a project requirement component to medi ately after the Counselof 6s
Course Request forms should be returned to the stu-
dent ds Social Studies MachWhefp by
KMO Competition, 6th grade. The parent s signature is refguir

(Bring lunch to room 45).

MARCH 27 Adventures in Math and Sci-
ence (Grades 3-10), Conference for Students at
Newbury Park High School (Sat., 8:30 a.m. 1
2:10 p.m.). Flyers available at CVUSD sometime
in March.

MARCH 29 GATE DAC Meeting at District
Office, 9:30 1 11:30 a.m. Topic: Conference De-
briefing, Prep for Westmont and Nominations
Committee.

LATE MARCH/EARLY APRIL: (TBD) Thinking
Cap practice sessions begin (7th and 8th
grades). Practice sessions will be held Mon.,
Wed., and Fri. during lunch in room 45. Practice
reminders announced via e-mail and school bulle-
tins. Contact: Marilyn Zick i 492-6681.

*MAY 13-15 Westmont Student Leadership
Conference at Westmont College for 7th & 8th
graders Purpose: to assist students in developing
and practicing skills which will enable them to be-
come the effective future leaders needed in our
communities and in our country. (Thursday, 5
p.m., through Saturday, 1 p.m.) Westmont College
near Santa Barbara. Talk to your Student's Coun-
selor for more details on when to register. Red-
wood Counseling Office.(805) 446-1962

process the Course Request.

If you live in the area where students have the option
to attend Thousand Oaks or Newbury Park High
School, please contact Mrs. Rhoades at ext. 1020, if
you have not already done so, to let her know which
high school your child will be attending.

Counselors from Westlake and Newbury Park High
Schools will be visiting the Redwood on March 11. Stu-
dents who have received school choice acceptance
forms to these schools will be called out of class to
meet with the appropriate counselors. Students who
live in the attendance areas for Westlake or Newbury
Park and have not filled out school choice forms and/
or contacted the Redwood Counseling office regarding
high school preferences, will be called out of class to
attend these meetings.

Westlake will have a Future Warrior Night on Wednes-
day, March 10 at 5:30 p.m. Newbury Park will be
hosting their Future Freshman Night on Wednesday,
April 14 from 4:30 6 8:30 p.m.

If students or parents have any questions about filling
out their Course Request forms and/or other questions
about high school, please contact Mrs. Severns or Mrs.
Chopp in the Counseling Office. We are happy to as-
sist students and parents with any questions they may
have about High School.
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From the Redwood Library

The Book Fair is Coming!

You are invited to the Book Fair Diner -- all
you can read!

An amazing selection of books is headed our way! At the Book Fair you will find
the latest and finest titles for kids, chosen especially for middle schoolers to get
(and keep) them reading! You can shop from hundreds of quality books in every
price range, interest, and reading level. You will find exclusive, more affordable
editions of the most popular books sold in retail stores. You will also help us
earn funds for the library.

The book fair will be open Monday through Thursday, March 29 - April 1, from
8:00 AM until 3:45 PM.

We will have a special sneak peak for students after school on Friday, March 26,
from 3:10 - 3:45 PM.

Mark your calendar for our Family Event on Tuesday, March 30, before school beginning at 7:30 AM, when

parents and family members can join in the fun.

And, you can contribute books to your child's classroom library. The Book Fair is a great way to get everyone

excited about reading. See you there!

Redwood Viking Band News VIKING BA"}'JD

Marching Band Season is Here!

Marching practice for all band members is ongoing. REDWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL

Upcoming Events:

RMS Music Festival A March 10

Band Booster Parent Meeting fi March 11 7pm
TOHS Band Festival (Concert & Symphonic Bands)
Wildwood Elementary Visit Symphonic Band)
Madrona Elementary Visit Symphonic Band)
Toppers Pizza Night i April 13

Aspen Elementary Visit Symphonic Band)
Lawndale Parade Competition i April 24
Fillmore Parade Competition fi May 15
All -District Band Festival fi May 26
Disneyland Band Trip i May 22
Redwoods Awards Night Symphonic Performance
Final Band Concert fi June 2

- Mar 24 & 25
- April 1
- March 31

- April 16

fi May 27

Congratulations Redwood Band Boosters for Receiving a grant
from the Optimist Club to help pay for the Band Equipment
Trailer.

All band communication is going home via emails. If you have
not been receiving these emails, please contact the Redwood
Boosters at RedwoodVikingBand@hotmail.com

Each year Mrs. Bartley schedules
this wonderful Field Trip and Red-
wood teachers try to plan so that
attendees do not miss critical les-

sons during this trip. This year

the tour our students are scheduled
foris a special exhibition at LACMA
and a docent led tour;

'‘American Stories: Painting of Every-
day Life 1765 -1915'".

Pack a lunch because then they will
eat lunch and tour the galleries as
small groups, led by Gini Bartley,
JoAnn Evans, and Nancy Joly -
Cause.

There are approximately 40 spots
available and if more student want
to go than spots, the attendees will
be chosen by lottery. There is a
charge for transportation and mate-
rials (somewhere between $18 -
$20). Open to all students inter-
ested in art, there is a project re-
quirement component to this field
trip.




Redwood Viking News
Page 8

We have started practicing on
the performance for the  Youth
of the Year Event on March
12th, 2010 . We have also
completed our club banner
and several decorations for
the event. We are continuing
to run a variety of Leadership
and Enrichment Classes for
the Winter session. Triple Play
Sports, Smart Girls, Guitar
jam, Homework Helpers, Digi-
tal Photography, Movie Edit-
ing, Skateboarding, Passport

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF CONEJO & LAS VIRGENES

Out of the 30 kids inter-
viewed, 2 of the 4 finalists
for the Youth of the Year
are from Redwood,
Congratulations
Jeanett Jaimerena &
Edie Sussman

To Manhood and Daily Art Pro-
jects. The best part of the day is
watching the members work to-
gether as a Little community.
During the month the members
have really pulled together and
worked hard on the perform-
ance that they will perform on
March 12th at the Youth of the
Year event.

Thanks to you and your children
for making this month such a
success!

Teen Center Programs Spring 2010

The Thousand Oaks Teen Center is located at 1375
East Janss Road, Thousand Oaks. For further informa-
tion, please call (805) 494 -5156.

Check out our website and register for classes at
www.thousandoaksteencenter.com or www.crpd.org.

12-17.

Upcoming Teen Center Special Events:

St . Paddyds Day
Black Lite Dance, Saturday, April 17 B
Both dances are for 7
7:00 -10:00pm.

$10.00 admission. School I.D. required. School Dress
Code applies.

" & 8" grade students

American Red Cross CPR Training and Certifica-
tion, Saturday, April 17

Successful Learning and Test Taking, Tuesday,

April 27 ™, 7:00 -8:30pm, Age 12 -14. Designed for
Dance,” Sat ur d7aygn gMdettetn’. Uding imagery techniques and
natureds
more comfortable and successful at test taking.
Instructor: Sandy Sherman Joseph, RN BSN MA.
The cost is $15.00.

whol e foods,

Teen Center Excursions:

Excursions include transportation and supervision.

Middle School Talent Show, Friday, March 26
9:00pm

$2.00 admission.

th 7:00 -
refundable

Come and support your school!

A $5.00 registration fee and parent permission slip
is required for all trips.
. Information sheets are available at
the Teen Center or at
depart from and return to the Thousand Oaks Teen

Registration fee isnon -

www.crpd.org . Excursions

Center at 1375 East Janss Road, Thousand Oaks.

Some upcoming teen workshops include:

Ameri can Red Cross
March 6 ™ and Saturday, April 24
5:00pm, Age 12 -15.

th 12:00noon -

Los Angeles Lakers vs. Utah Jazz
Babysittergffly Afidi-idhGigofhpt urday.,
$45.00 cash due the day of the trip. Fee includes

transportation, ticket into Staples Center, and su-

This 5 -hour course provides teens with the information
and skills necessary to provide safe and responsible
care for children in the absence of parents or guardi-
ans. Bring a lunch and wear comfortable clothing.

The cost is $50.00.

pervision.

Magic Mountain Trip, Wednesday, April 7, 2010,
11:00am -9:00pm. $30.00 cash due the day of trip.

™ 11:00am -4:00pm, Age
Instruction in 1 -person rescue of adult,
child, and infant. Bring a sack lunch, free sodas.
The cost is $50.00.

you
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THANK YOU to everyone that is participating in our Redwood Commu-

nity Rewards Programs. Your contributions do make a HUGE impact.

OQur childrends education is a top pr
these difficult financial times that everyone participate and help to sup-

port our school. Many of our programs at Redwood are supported based

on your contributionds. Wor king tog
through these tough times and our children will still get the education

they deserve.

There are very EASY ways in which to support Redwood without do-
nating money. Our school benefits every time you shop when you sign
up for escrip and rewards programs.

eScrip : toregister your VONS, MACY & and CREDIT CARDS :
www.escrip.com (Redwood Group ID#139997450 N\

\

Ralphs Rewards : To register your Ralphs Rewards card:
www.Ralphs.com (Redwood NPO# 83262)

Albertson Community Partners . To register your Albertsons card:
www.albertsons.com/cp/ (Redwood PPO# 49000111726)

School Cents (The Oaks Mall Program) . Shop and log receipts from any
of the Oaks stores and restaurants until 4/30/10. Receipts need to be logged

i n at Guest Services. Let them know vyolud
OR bring them in to our office and we will turn them in for you.

www.shoppingpartnership.com/points/theoaks.htm A 1000 extra points for
Redwood if you register on their web page

Office Depot : 5% Back to Schools Program. When you make purchases
mention Redwood and give them our unique school #70015765.

Register online OR forms are available in the school office to sign up . Any
guestions or need further details PLEASE call Redwood at 805 -497 -7264 .

EASY FUNDRAISING
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Redwood Fundraiser: Advertising Space on Campus




